
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

WATCH TOWER BIBLE AND TRACT
SOCIETY OF PENNSYLVANIA
200 Watchtower Drive, Patterson, NY 12563,

Plaintiff,

v.

THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Smolenskaya-Sennaya Ploshchad, 32/34
Moscow, Russia 119200;

MINISTRY OF HEALTH OF
THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Smolenskaya-Sennaya Ploshchad, 32/34
Moscow, Russia 119200; and

FEDERAL STATE BUDGETARY INSTITUTION
“V.A. ALMAZOV NATIONAL MEDICAL
RESEARCH CENTRE” OF THE MINISTRY OF
HEALTH OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION
Ulitsa Akkuratova, 2
St. Petersburg, Russia 197341,

Defendants.

CIVIL ACTION NO. 24-cv-2523

Complaint

Exhibit 1
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 
WATCH TOWER BIBLE AND TRACT 
SOCIETY OF PENNSYLVANIA 
200 WaWchWRZeU DUiYe, PaWWeUVRn, NY 12563, 

 PlainWiff, 
 Y. 

THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION 
MiniVWU\ Rf FRUeign AffaiUV 
SmRlenVka\a-Senna\a PlRVhchad, 32/34 
MRVcRZ, RXVVia 119200; 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH OF 
THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION 
MiniVWU\ Rf FRUeign AffaiUV 
SmRlenVka\a-Senna\a PlRVhchad, 32/34 
MRVcRZ, RXVVia 119200; and 
FEDERAL STATE BUDGETARY INSTITUTION 
³V.A. ALMAZOV NATIONAL MEDICAL 
RESEARCH CENTRE´ OF THE MINISTRY OF 
HEALTH OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION 
UliWVa AkkXUaWRYa, 2 
SW. PeWeUVbXUg, RXVVia 197341, 

 DefendanWV. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 CIVIL ACTION NO. 24-cY-2523 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DeclaUaWiRQ Rf PaXl D. PRlidRUR iQ SXSSRUW Rf PlaiQWiff¶V CRPSlaiQW 

 PXUVXanW WR 28 U.S.C. � 1746, I, PaXl D. PRlidRUR, declaUe aV fRllRZV: 

1. I am an aWWRUne\ admiWWed WR SUacWice laZ in NeZ YRUk and NeZ JeUVe\, and I am a 

membeU Rf Whe BaU Rf Whe UniWed SWaWeV DiVWUicW CRXUW fRU Whe DiVWUicW Rf CRlXmbia.  I UeSUeVenW 

PlainWiff WaWch TRZeU Bible and TUacW SRcieW\ Rf PennV\lYania in WhiV maWWeU. 

2. I am RYeU Whe age Rf eighWeen and make WhiV declaUaWiRn fURm SeUVRnal knRZledge 

baVed Rn infRUmaWiRn UeYieZed and/RU UefeUenced heUein. 

3. ThiV declaUaWiRn iV VXbmiWWed in VXSSRUW Rf Whe CRmSlainW filed WRda\ b\ PlainWiff. 
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4. AWWached heUeWR aV E[hibiW A iV a WUXe and cRUUecW cRS\ Rf Whe Welcome Wo Whe 

AdminisWraWiYe CenWer of JehoYah¶s WiWnesses in RXssia bURchXUe, daWed 2012, in bRWh EngliVh and 

RXVVian. 

5. AWWached heUeWR aV E[hibiW B iV a WUXe and cRUUecW cRS\ Rf Whe Ta[Sa\eU RegiVWUaWiRn 

CeUWificaWe, daWed JXne 26, 2000, iVVXed b\ Whe MiniVWU\ Rf Ta[eV and FeeV Rf Whe RXVVian 

FedeUaWiRn fRU SW. PeWeUVbXUg, UeflecWing WhaW WaWch TRZeU Bible and TUacW SRcieW\ Rf PennV\lYania 

ZaV UegiVWeUed ZiWh Whe SWaWe ReYenXe InVSecWRUaWe aV a fRUeign legal enWiW\, enWeUed inWR Whe Wa[ 

UegiVWeU, and aVVigned a Wa[ idenWificaWiRn nXmbeU, WRgeWheU ZiWh an EngliVh WUanVlaWiRn and iWV 

cRUUeVSRnding CeUWificaWiRn Rf TUanVlaWiRn. 

6. AWWached heUeWR aV E[hibiW C iV a WUXe and cRUUecW cRS\ Rf GifW CRnWUacW NR. 1, daWed 

MaUch 1, 2000, ZheUein Whe AdminiVWUaWiYe CenWUe Rf JehRYah¶V WiWneVVeV in RXVVia WUanVfeUUed 

WR WaWch TRZeU Bible and TUacW SRcieW\ Rf PennV\lYania RZneUVhiS and WiWle Rf Whe Ueal SURSeUW\, 

inclXding Wen bXildingV, lRcaWed aW ³189649, SW. PeWeUVbXUg, SRV. SRlnechnR\e, Xl. SUedn\a\a, d. 6´ 

(heUeinafWeU ³Whe BeWhel FaciliW\´), WRgeWheU ZiWh an EngliVh WUanVlaWiRn and iWV cRUUeVSRnding 

CeUWificaWiRn Rf TUanVlaWiRn. 

7. AWWached heUeWR aV E[hibiW D iV a WUXe and cRUUecW cRS\ Rf Whe CeUWificaWeV Rf SWaWe 

RegiVWUaWiRn Rf RighWV iVVXed b\ Whe SW. PeWeUVbXUg CiW\ BXUeaX Rf RegiVWUaWiRn Rf RighWV WR Real 

PURSeUW\, UeflecWing Whe WUanVfeU Rf RZneUVhiS Rf Whe BeWhel FaciliW\ WR WaWch TRZeU Bible and 

TUacW SRcieW\ Rf PennV\lYania UegiVWeUed b\ VWaWe aXWhRUiWieV Rn MaUch 29, 2000, WRgeWheU ZiWh an 

EngliVh WUanVlaWiRn and iWV cRUUeVSRnding CeUWificaWiRn Rf TUanVlaWiRn. 

8. AWWached heUeWR aV E[hibiW E iV a WUXe and cRUUecW cRS\ Rf CRnWUacW NR. 2 fRU 

UncRmSenVaWed UVe Rf Real PURSeUW\, daWed Ma\ 24, 2000, ZheUein WaWch TRZeU Bible and TUacW 

SRcieW\ Rf PennV\lYania gUanWed XncRmSenVaWed XVe Rf Whe BeWhel FaciliW\ WR Whe AdminiVWUaWiYe 
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CenWUe Rf JehRYah¶V WiWneVVeV in RXVVia, and a WUXe and cRUUecW cRS\ Rf Whe UegiVWUaWiRn Rf WhiV XVe 

cRnWUacW b\ VWaWe aXWhRUiWieV Rn NRYembeU 14, 2000, WRgeWheU ZiWh an EngliVh WUanVlaWiRn and iWV 

cRUUeVSRnding CeUWificaWiRn Rf TUanVlaWiRn. 

9. AWWached heUeWR aV E[hibiW F iV a WUXe and cRUUecW cRS\ Rf Whe SXSSlemenWal 

AgUeemenW NR. 1 WR CRnWUacW NR. 2 fRU UncRmSenVaWed UVe Rf Real PURSeUW\, daWed NRYembeU 20, 

2000, WhaW cRUUecWed a W\SRgUaShical eUURU in CRnWUacW NR. 2, and a WUXe and cRUUecW cRS\ Rf Whe 

UegiVWUaWiRn Rf WhiV VXSSlemenWal agUeemenW b\ VWaWe aXWhRUiWieV Rn DecembeU 27, 2000, WRgeWheU 

ZiWh an EngliVh WUanVlaWiRn and iWV cRUUeVSRnding CeUWificaWiRn Rf TUanVlaWiRn. 

10. AWWached heUeWR aV E[hibiW G iV a WUXe and cRUUecW cRS\ Rf Whe GifW CRnWUacW daWed 

SeSWembeU 17, 2010, ZheUein Whe AdminiVWUaWiYe CenWUe Rf JehRYah¶V WiWneVVeV in RXVVia 

WUanVfeUUed WR WaWch TRZeU Bible and TUacW SRcieW\ Rf PennV\lYania RZneUVhiS and WiWle Rf 

addiWiRnal bXildingV and land cRmSUiVing Whe BeWhel FaciliW\, and a WUXe and cRUUecW cRS\ Rf Whe 

UegiVWUaWiRn Rf WhiV WUanVfeU Rf SURSeUW\ RZneUVhiS b\ VWaWe aXWhRUiWieV Rn OcWRbeU 23, 2010, 

WRgeWheU ZiWh an EngliVh WUanVlaWiRn and iWV cRUUeVSRnding CeUWificaWiRn Rf TUanVlaWiRn. 

11. AWWached heUeWR aV E[hibiW H iV a WUXe and cRUUecW cRS\ Rf Whe CRnWUacW fRU 

UncRmSenVaWed UVe Rf Real PURSeUW\, daWed JXl\ 28, 2011, ZheUein WaWch TRZeU Bible and TUacW 

SRcieW\ Rf PennV\lYania gUanWed fXUWheU XncRmSenVaWed XVe Rf Whe BeWhel FaciliW\ WR Whe 

AdminiVWUaWiYe CenWUe Rf JehRYah¶V WiWneVVeV in RXVVia, and a WUXe and cRUUecW cRS\ Rf Whe 

UegiVWUaWiRn Rf WhiV XVe cRnWUacW b\ VWaWe aXWhRUiWieV Rn OcWRbeU 5, 2011, WRgeWheU ZiWh an EngliVh 

WUanVlaWiRn and iWV cRUUeVSRnding CeUWificaWiRn Rf TUanVlaWiRn. 

12. AWWached heUeWR aV E[hibiW I iV a WUXe and cRUUecW cRS\ Rf Whe leWWeU daWed JanXaU\ 27, 

2014, fURm DeSXW\ DeSaUWmenW Chief S.P. AkiVhin Rf Whe RXVVian FedeUaWiRn¶V FedeUal SecXUiW\ 

SeUYice (FSB) infRUming WhaW ³Whe RXVVian PURVecXWRU GeneUal¶V Office, in cRRSeUaWiRn ZiWh RWheU 
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RXVVian laZ-enfRUcemenW agencieV, iV SUeSaUing WR VXbmiW a claim WR Whe [RXVVian FedeUaWiRn] 

SXSUeme CRXUW WR declaUe Whe RUganiVaWiRn µAdminiVWUaWiYe CenWUe Rf JehRYah¶V WiWneVVeV in 

RXVVia¶ e[WUemiVW, WR liTXidaWe iW, and WR ban iWV acWiYiW\ in WhiV cRXnWU\,´ WRgeWheU ZiWh an EngliVh 

WUanVlaWiRn and iWV cRUUeVSRnding CeUWificaWiRn Rf TUanVlaWiRn. 

13. AWWached heUeWR aV E[hibiW J iV a WUXe and cRUUecW cRS\ Rf Whe RXling b\ JXdge N.L. 

BRgdanRYa Rf Whe SeVWURUeWVki\ DiVWUicW CRXUW in SW. PeWeUVbXUg, RXVVia, daWed SeSWembeU 11, 2017, 

gUanWing Whe KXURUWn\\ DiVWUicW PURVecXWRU¶V UeTXeVW WR Slace an aUUeVW Rn Whe bXildingV and land 

cRmSUiVing Whe BeWhel FaciliW\ ³belRnging WR WaWch TRZeU Bible and TUacW SRcieW\ Rf 

PennV\lYania,´ WRgeWheU ZiWh an EngliVh WUanVlaWiRn and iWV cRUUeVSRnding CeUWificaWiRn Rf 

TUanVlaWiRn. 

14. AWWached heUeWR aV E[hibiW K iV a WUXe and cRUUecW cRS\ Rf Whe DeciViRn in CaVe 

NR. 2-788/2017 b\ JXdge N.L. BRgdanRYa Rf Whe SeVWURUeWVki\ DiVWUicW CRXUW in SW. PeWeUVbXUg, 

RXVVia, daWed DecembeU 7, 2017, gUanWing Whe KXURUWn\\ DiVWUicW PURVecXWRU¶V UeTXeVW ³in defence 

[Vic] Rf Whe inWeUeVWV Rf Whe RXVVian FedeUaWiRn´ WR inYalidaWe and YRid Whe cRnWUacWV WUanVfeUUing 

RZneUVhiS Rf Whe bXildingV and land cRmSUiVing Whe BeWhel FaciliW\ fURm Whe AdminiVWUaWiYe CenWUe 

Rf JehRYah¶V WiWneVVeV in RXVVia WR WaWch TRZeU Bible and TUacW SRcieW\ Rf PennV\lYania, and 

RUdeUing Whe BeWhel FaciliW\ WR be WXUned RYeU WR Whe RXVVian FedeUaWiRn, WRgeWheU ZiWh an EngliVh 

WUanVlaWiRn and iWV cRUUeVSRnding CeUWificaWiRn Rf TUanVlaWiRn. 

15. AWWached heUeWR aV E[hibiW L iV a WUXe and cRUUecW cRS\ Rf Whe leWWeU daWed 

DecembeU 7, 2018, fURm Whe DeSXW\ MiniVWeU Rf JXVWice Rf Whe RXVVian FedeUaWiRn WR Whe ThiUd 

SecWiRn RegiVWUaU Rf Whe EXURSean CRXUW Rf HXman RighWV cRnceding WhaW, accRUding WR Whe 

RRVUeeVWU SURSeUW\ UecRUdV, Whe ³Ueal eVWaWe RbjecWV, ViWXaWed in SW. PeWeUVbXUg, SRV. SRlnechnR\e aW 

6 SUedna\a SWUeeW´ ³aUe RZned b\ Whe WaWch TRZeU Bible and TUacW SRcieW\ Rf PennV\lYania[.]´ 
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16. AWWached heUeWR aV E[hibiW M iV a WUXe and cRUUecW cRS\ Rf Whe RXling Rf Whe SXSUeme 

CRXUW Rf Whe RXVVian FedeUaWiRn, NR. 78-KF18-2094, daWed DecembeU 13, 2018, den\ing Whe 

UeTXeVW fRU UeYieZ and UeaffiUming Whe lRZeU cRXUW¶V deciViRn WR inYalidaWe Whe cRnWUacWV and WXUn 

RYeU Whe BeWhel FaciliW\ WR Whe RXVVian FedeUaWiRn, WRgeWheU ZiWh an EngliVh WUanVlaWiRn and iWV 

cRUUeVSRnding CeUWificaWiRn Rf TUanVlaWiRn. 

17. AWWached heUeWR aV E[hibiW N iV a WUXe and cRUUecW cRS\ Rf Whe E[ceUSW fURm Whe 

Unified SWaWe RegiVWeU Rf Real PURSeUW\, daWed MaUch 1, 2019, cRnWaining Whe WiWle and RZneUVhiS 

hiVWRU\ Rf Whe Ueal SURSeUW\ cRmSUiVing Whe BeWhel FaciliW\, inclXding Whe RXVVian FedeUaWiRn 

WUanVfeUUing WaWch TRZeU¶V SURSeUW\ WR DefendanW FedeUal SWaWe BXdgeWaU\ InVWiWXWiRn ³V.A. 

Alma]RY NaWiRnal Medical ReVeaUch CenWUe´ Rf Whe MiniVWU\ Rf HealWh Rf Whe RXVVian FedeUaWiRn 

Rn FebUXaU\ 19, 2019, and gUanWing Alma]RY Whe UighW WR enjR\ ³[S]eUmanenW (indefiniWe) XVe´ Rf 

Whe BeWhel FaciliW\, WRgeWheU ZiWh an EngliVh WUanVlaWiRn and iWV cRUUeVSRnding CeUWificaWiRn Rf 

TUanVlaWiRn. 

18. AWWached heUeWR aV E[hibiW O iV a WUXe and cRUUecW cRS\ Rf ResXlWs 2019, a UeSRUW 

fURm Whe MiniVWU\ Rf HealWh Rf Whe RXVVian FedeUaWiRn²Alma]RY NaWiRnal Medical ReVeaUch 

CenWUe (hWWS://ZZZ.alma]RYcenWUe.UX/ZS-cRnWenW/XSlRadV/AnnXal-UeSRUW_2019_EdXcaWiRn.Sdf) 

WhaW inclXdeV ShRWRV Rf Alma]RY SeUVRnnel aW Whe BeWhel FaciliW\ and diVclRVeV WhaW ³[n]RW lRng agR 

Alma]RY NaWiRnal CenWeU ZaV giYen Whe RSSRUWXniW\ WR imSlemenW innRYaWiYe edXcaWiRnal [and 

biRmedical and VcienWific] SURjecWV afWeU Whe land and cRmSle[ Rf bXildingV WUanVfeU in SRlnechn\ 

[Vic] Yillage in Whe KXURUWn\ [Vic] diVWUicW Rf SW. PeWeUVbXUg´ made WR Alma]RY and iWV cRUUeVSRnding 

CeUWificaWiRn Rf TUanVlaWiRn. 

19. AWWached heUeWR aV E[hibiW P iV a WUXe and cRUUecW cRS\ Rf a neZV aUWicle SXbliVhed 

Rn Alma]RY NaWiRnal Medical ReVeaUch CenWUe¶V ZebViWe UeSRUWing Whe YiViW Rf Whe MiniVWeU Rf 
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